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THE JOY OF SOUL WINNING 


By JOE HENRY HANKINS, D.D. 
Evangélist of Pine Bluff, Arkansas 


Sermon preached Wednesday night, 
of the Lord Conference on Evangelism, stenographically reported. 


I will read a few verses from the 
10th chapter of Luke. My subject 
tonight is “The Joy of Soul Win- 
ning. ” 

“After these things the Lord 
appointed other seventy also, and 
sent them two and two before 
his face into every city and 
place, whither he himself would 
come, 

“Therefore said he unto them, 
The harvest truly is great, but 


_,the labourers are few: pray ye 


therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest, that he would send forth 
labourers into his harvest.” 
Now we will go from there to 
the 17th.verse. From verse 2 to 


_ the 17th versé is~the account of 


some instructions he gave them, 
etc., as they went out, but the 17th 
verse gives an account of their re- 


“And the seventy. returned 
again with joy, saying, Lord, 
even the devils are subject unto 
us through thy name. 

“And he said unto them. I be- 
held Satan as lightning fatlfrom 
heaven... 

“Behold, I give unto you power 
to tread on serpents and scor- 
pions, and over all the power of 


DR. jor H. HANKINS 


| do “almost anything but the main 


|ing and deliver it in all eloquence, 


November 11, 1942, in The Sword 


the ehemy: and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you. 

“Notwithstanding in this re- 
joice not, that the spirits are 
subject unto you; but rather re- 
joice, because your names are 
written in heaven.” 


Now please give particular at- 
tention to this next verse: 


“In that hour Jesus rejoiced 
in spirit, and said, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, I 
thank thee.” 


I find in my work and in my 
contact with churches that the 
great majority of Christian people 
are willing to do most anything ex- 
cept soul winning: They are willing 
to give their time to the.organiza- 
tion; to rendering parts on pro- 
grams, to teaching a Sunday 
School class and various tasks. 
They will get in their cars and go 
out and visit absentees, visit pros- 
pects and visit here and there — 


thing. If there is a supper they will 
spend the whole afternoon prepar- 
ing the meal and serving ‘it,..but. 
you just can’t get them out after 
souls. I find also that Iots of 
preachers are willing to do every- 
thing else, too. Many preachers 
will spend hours upon hours in 
their study preparing a sermon and 
getting every detail of it perfect 
and they will search their libraries 
for quotations from this authority, 
that and the other, then they will 
search for beautiful poems to pol- 
ish it off and get up Sunday morn- 


but to get that preacher out into 
the highways and hedges, face to 
face, man to man, to winning souls 
to Jesus Christ — you just can’t 
do it! 


I tell you, it takes a lot more 
love for God and a lot more con- 
secration to do personal soul win- 
ning than it does to stand in the 
pulpit and preach. It takes a lot 
more of the passion and the burden 
fer souls for a preacher to go out 
yonder and look men in the eye 
and man to man and face to face, 


go after a soul for the Lord. But 
(Continued on page three) 


Good News on Gospel Booklets 


By Viola Walden 


During the month of January, 
fifteen decision slips were signed 
and returned to The Sword of the 
Lord office, telling us they had ac- 

cepted Christ after reading the lit- 
tle booklet, What Must I Do to Be 
Saved? This decision form’ reads: 

“Evangelist John R. Rice= 
‘Wheaton, Til. 

“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Realizing that I am a sin- 
ner and believing that Christ 
died for my sins, I here and now 
trust Him to be my personal Sav- 
jour, depending on Him to for- 
give all my sins, change my 
heart, and give me everlasting 
life as He promised to do. I am 

to confess Him as my Sav- 

| and gladly mail this to let 
you know. 

Signed 
Address... 
A Private, in ‘Texas copied and 


| Heaven, And God 


happy to say it) gave me a real 
sense of inner happiness. God be 
with you and help you in your 
wor 

A woman from South Dakota 
sends the decision slip signed by 
herself and her husband and says, 
“I have been saved for some time 
but my husband was not. So I got 
the books on Heaven and Hell and 
your booklet on What Must I Do to 
Be Saved? My husband took the 
book and signed it and he wanted 
‘me to sign, too, and I did. I was 
so happy I cried. and I guess he 
did, too. Then we prayed. Thank 
you for your booklet and for help- 
ing him along.” 
A radio announcer in Nebraska 
copied the ree sos form and sent} 


it to us, saying he was trusting 
Christ as His Saviour. 

Besides the fifteen saved : 
What Must I Do to Be d? 


other decision slips came from the 
‘booklets on Hell: What the Bible 
Says About It, Bible Facts About 


‘THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE | 


By H. A. IRONSIDE, D.D., LITT.D. 
Pastor Moody Memorial Churéh. Chicago 


A Sunday night sermon preached to about 3,500 people, stenographically reported. 


ing, O My Father, if it be possible 


This is the heart of/a section or 
paragraph which includes verses 
36 to 46. Read it thoughtfully, and 
let the poignancy of it all enter 
into your very soul. It seems to me 
that when we come to the consid- 
eration of ‘such a scene as this, 
bringing before us one of the most 
solemn hours, not only in the life 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but in 
the history of the universe, we may 


well put away every light and 
frivolous thought, and, as it were, 


draw our shoes from off our feet 
as we peer beneath the olive trees 
in a spirit of reverence, realizing 
that -we are indeed.upon holy 
ground, 

It is ours to contemplate the 
agony of soul that the Holy Son of 
God passed through as He looked 
forward to that hour for which He 
had come into the world, when He, 
the sinless One, should be made sin 


It seems most favcativg: that 
the Holy Spirit should have pre- 
served the name of the garden 
where this event occurred. Geth- 
semane means 


The Oil Press 


the place where the olives were 


Free! Have You 
Gotten Yours? 


The new book or pamphlet on 
Hell—have you written for yours? 
It is free, and we are arixious for 
this first printing of this edition 
to be soon in the hands of readers. 
The title is HELL: WHAT THE 
BIBLE SAYS ABOUT IT. It is a 
rewritten, enlarged version of the 
booklet printed some years ago. 
There are forty large pages, size 
5% x 7% inches, with an attractive 
cover design drawn by the well- 
known Christian artist, Mr. U. S. 
Abell, of Glen Ellen, [linois. 


The titles of the six chapters are 
as follows: 


I. How Can We know About 
Hell? ; 

Il. Js Hell a Lateral Place of 
Torment ? 

Ill. Is Hell Eternal Punishment ? 

IV. Will a Loving God Send a 
Sinner to Hell? 

 V. Keeping People Out of Hell; 

The Soul Winning Motive. 

VI. Who Goes to Hell and How 
to Miss It. % 


Every Christian needs to get on 
his heart more the fact of Hell, 
what Jesus said about it, and live 
in the light of that saddest fact 
in the universe of God. Preachers, 
parents, teachers, any who would 
like to win souls, any who pray, | 
need the message of this pamphlet.} 
Oh, we would not be so careless 
and unconcerned if we knew ‘and 
had fresh in mind what a horrible 
| future awaits the Christ-rejecting 
sinner! 


tinners nead to read this book” 
too. A few days ago we had a 
(Continued on page four) 
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“And He went a little further and fell on His face, and prayed, say- 


> , 
, let this cup pass from Me: ane 
theless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” 


now they accompanied Him 


“| just as truly man, and as we fol- 


fect, if He could have attempted 


—Matthew 26:39. 


crushed, and the golden oil éxpélled 
from them. How aptly it speaks of 
the casting of our Holy Saviour 
into the awful press of divine judg- 
ment “against sin, that blessing for | 
guilty men might flow forth in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 


The Garden was well-known to 
His disciples, for often the Lord 
had gone there to pray, and 


in a body as far as the en- 
trance at least, and three of them 
went farther in sharing in some 
measure the sorrows which they 
could but dimly apprehend. He de- 
lighted in the companionship of 
those who understood, those who 
could enter sympathetically into 
His feelings. This but emphasizes 
the perfection of His humanity, for 
He was a real Man, a Man of Sor- 
rows and acquainted with gprief. 
We can never say too often that 


He was truly God, but He was. 


low Him here in the Garden, it is 
of His humanity we espeeially 
think. And because He was,&a*holy 
man, the only absolutely holy Man 
who ever trod this earth, His spirit 
shrank from the f il ordeal of 
drinking the cup of divine judg- 
ment upon .the ‘Cross. He would 
not have been the Holy Son; His 
humanity would not have been per- 


such a thing. with equanimity. Be- 
cause He was truly Man and yet 
Ged, His whole being was agon- 
ized as He thought of taking the 
sinner’s place and enduring the 
hiding of God’s face. 

He yearned for friendly under- 
standing. We seem to hear Him 
saying as in the words of the 
Psalm, “I looked for some to take 
pity, but there was none; and for 
comforters, but I found none” 
(Psa. 69:20). There was -no. one 
who really understood. And if in 
any measure we understand now, 
it is only. because of the enlight- 


Dr. H. A. IRONSIDE 


Spirit of God, for left to ourselves 
His sufferings would be incompre- 
hensible to our mortal minds, and 
we would be as unfeeling and as 
insensaté as many were when He 
was. 


enter with Him in some sense into 
the hour of His soul’s distress. \If 
unable to do anything else, at 
least they could pray. So He took 
with Him three, 


Peter, James, and John 


the three with whom He had deep- 
er fellowship than with the rest; 
the three who were with Him 
when He raised the daughter of 
Jairus from the dead; the three 
who saw His glory on the Mount 
of Transfiguration. It was John 
and James who wanted to sit the 


other on His. left, in the Kingdom. 
It was Peter, who had said just 
a little time before, “Though all 
men forsake Thee, yet will not I 
forsake Thee.’’ He took these three 
farther into the Garden, then bid- 
ding them watch and pray, He 
went a little farther yet to be alone 
with His Father. Can you see the 
three different groups? The eight 
disciples are yonder, the three 


enment of-the grace of the Holy 


(Continued on page two) 


By the Editor 


For the fourth year I am preach- 
ing a week at the Evansville Res- 
cue Mission, with Dr. Earnest I. 
Reveal. Dr, Bob Jones was here 
last week and a number of other 
well known speakers are on the 
program of this annual spring Bi- 
ble conference that runs for 
months, including Homer Rode- 
heaver, Dr. Robert G. Lee, Dr. 
Walter L. Wilson, Dr. William 
Evans, Rev. Sam Morris, Dr. Paul 


W. Rood; ete. The Sword of the|? 


Lord has had sermons: by a num- 
ber_ of theme. 


God has. en some remarkable 
‘@nversions.- zone the number 


saved is n large as it should 
be, the in ual cases are thrill- 
ing ones, 


. Last night a Catholic young man 
claimed the Savior. He is a tran- 
sient from Chicago. 


Last night also, a tall, well 

striking young man came} 
back to Christ as a backslider who 
had heard the afternoon radio 
broadcast. Deeply concerned, he| 


Some Wonderful Conversions 


could not go to work at his night 
shift job, but, instead, came to the 
mission to hear me preach in per- 
son. With tears he confessed that 
he had been saved, had been called 
to preach, but then had drifted 
far from God. With a fine job, he 


congregation how he had wasted 
his money, how sin did not satis- 
fy and he had last night returned 
as a prodigal to His Father, 

This afternoon, February 5, I 
reached on radio WGBF, Evans- 
ville, on the Dying Thief Who 
Saved on the Cross. Soon aften we 
went off the air a young woman 
phoned to tell us she was saved as 
she. listened to the broadcast! 


But tonight an even more re- 


ing of God’s Spirit took place. 
Among three men who held their 
hands for prayer that they might 


nicely dressed appearing. to be a 
Dhiceadtel Wisliinae dente . When he 


d. he inv oaee Pe SE: pei ree 
e tation I w ‘sonally 
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markable illustration of the work- 


be saved was a man of sixty-five, 
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(Continued from page one) 


here, and the blessed Lord a lit- 
' tle farther on alone with God the 
Father. Some one has likened it 
to the Court, Holy Place, and Holy 
of Holies in the tabernacle or tem- 
ple of old. 

There as He bowed in prayer, 
He began to be sorrowful and very 
heavy. The words have been trans- 
lated by another, “deeply dis- 
tressed.” At first thought, we 
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to Him, but if so, it would only 
show how little we understood the 
reality of His humanity. As the 
perfect Man, He was deeply dis- 
tressed when He, contemplated 
‘what it would really mean to Him 
to be the sinner’s Saviour. We are 
told in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
that the Captain of our salvation 
was made perfect through suffer- 
ing. He was always perfect as to 
His character, but it was only 
through suffering He could become 
Captain of our salvation. And in 
view of the Cross, this deep de- 
pression settled down upon His 
soul, “Then saith He unto them, 
My soul is exceeding sorrowrul, 
even unto death: tarry ye here, 
and watch with Me,. and He went 
a little further.” 

That expression, “My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful’ emphasises 
for us the fact that He had a truly 
human soul as well as a human 
- body. It was not as some have 
supposed, that the divine logos,. 
“word,” took the place in His body 
that the soul has in ours. Had it 
been so, He would not have been 
truly man. He possessed a human 
spirit, and a human soul, and a 
human body. He gave up His body 
to death; His soul was exceeding 
_ sorrowful, and later on we read 
that He dismissed His spirit to the 
Father. 


"Exceeding Sorrowful!’ 


- The words really mean: ‘over- 
*  * whelmed with sorrow.” It was like 
i. @& great river breaking over His 
Soul. He could cry, “Deep calleth 
unto deep at the noise of thy wa- 
ter spouts; all thy waves and thy 
billows have gone over Me.” In ag- 
ony he prayed, ‘Oh, My Father, 
-if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from Me.” 


"The cup then— from which our | . 
Lord shrank was that of 


- Being Made Sin for Us 


It is written, “In the hand of the 
Lord there is a cup and the wine 
is red; it is full of mixture; and 
oa he poureth out of the same: but 
| the dregs thereof, all the wicked 
> _ of the earth shall wring them out, 
} and drink them” (Psa. ,75:8). The | 
* cup that our sins had filled, the 

- cup of the divine indignation 
. against iniquity, which we had. de- 
served, was to be pressed to His 
- lips, And this involved His taking 
the sinner’s place, and being treat- 
- ed by God as though He were Him- 

self the guilty one. 

~ How could He do other than 
shrink in agony from such an ex- 
' perience, while yet in all things 
subject to the Father’s will. How 
touching His cry, “O my Father!” 
Mark tells us He said, “ABBA, Fa- 
THER. Each Gospel throws some 
different light upon it, and they 
should all be read together in or- 
der to get the full view. Abba, is 
Aramaic: It is a word for baby 
lips. It was to the Hebrews what 
the word “Papa” is to us. The 
Greek word translated “father,” 
while related linguistically, is a 
word for older children to say. Ab- 
ba was the word that Jesus had 
» used as a little child in His home 
; in Nazareth, and now in the hour 
| of His bitter passion, He reverted 
- to it. He who had strengthened 
| others in their weakness.and com- 
Bs. zoxtee them jn their Sorrow, was 
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might shrink from applying thisj 


hour? Watch and pray that ye en- 
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His Father, gecking a way out if 
such could be His will. 

But there was no hint of rebel- 
lion, not oné suggestion of insub- 
jection. He had said long before, 
“I came not to do My own will, 
but the will of. Him _that sent Me,” 
and so now He exclaims, “Not as 
I will, but as Thou wilt.” And, 
rising, He was refreshed in meas- 
ure at least, because of the fact 
that an angel came and ministered |" 
unto Him as Luke tells us. What 
a mystery is here! An angel cre- 
ated by Him ministering to the 
Lord of angels! 

* He arose and went back to the} 
trio whom He had -left to pray. 
But He found them 


Sleeping for Sorrow 


They were not utterly indifferent. 
Their spirits were evidently dis- 
tressed, but the trouble was they 
could not understand and their 
very grief caused them to be over- 
come with-drowsiness. Awakening 
them, He said to Peter. ‘What, 
could ye not watch with Me one 


* 


ter not into temptation.” 


Think of it, Peter, the one who 
had made such ardent protesta- 
tions, the one who was so self- 
confident, now in the very begin- 
ning of the struggle could not be 
depended upon any more ‘than the 
rest; and is he not but a picture 
of the rest of us? We are often 
so very self-confident, and yet so 
very unreliable. Our Lord .added 
the words, “The spirit indeed is 
willing, but the fiesh is weak.’’ 
What a gracious recognition of 
their condition. It was as though 
He said, “I know that you truly 
love Me; I know that you desire 
to watch with Me, but I recognize 
your physical weakness, and your 
mental inability to understand My 
sorrows.” He realized that -their 
very grief had worn them out 
because they could not explain it 
to themselves. 

He went away the second time, 
and now we do not find quite the 
Same agony..His spirit seems to be 
more serene, He had accepted the 
cup, and He said, “My Father, if 
this cup may not pass away from 
Me, except I drink it, Thy will be 


solemn truth that the cup was not 
the mere fact of dying. If that 
were so, many a martyr has shown 
greater fortitude that He, .when 
facing the stake. But it was dying 
under the judgment of @ holy God. 
It was bearing the wrath that sin 
deserved; that was to Him terrible. 

The cry that was wrung Tome ie: 


God, My God, why hast Thou for-" 
saken Me”? explains the cup as 
nothing else can. How could the 
eternal Son become flesh, do otlfer 
than shrink from so dreadful an 
ordeal ? | 

Oh, Christless soul, can you not 
see in this something of what your 
sins cost the Son of God? Does 
it not make you realize as nothing 
else could how wicked a thing it 
is to turn away from such a Sav- 
iour? Can you not understand now 
why God must shut away in the 
darkness all who spurn such won- 
drous grace? Could anything tell 
out with more fearful eloquence 
the incorrigible evil of the human 
heart, than that one could be fa- 
miliar with all this wondrous story 
of love and .yet indifferent to it? 
And what can depict the horrors 
of a lost eternity more vividly than 
the Saviour’s cries of agony both 
here in Gethsemane, and later on 
Golgotha’s Cross. Here it is antici- 
pation; there it was realization. 

But let us follow the holy Suf- 
ferer a little more carefully. A sec- 
ond time He arose from His knees, 
and walked back to the place 
where He had left His three loved 
companions. But again He found 
them asleep, we read, “for 


Their Eyes Were Heavy" 


-And so “He left them and went 
away again, and prayed the third 
time, saying the. same words.” 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


say, “y have santas ashes, like bread, 
jand mingled My drink with weep- 
ing, Because of Thine indignation 
and Thy wrath: for Thou hast-lift- 
ed Me up and cast Me down” 
(verses 9, 10)., But even in that 
hour of distress His configence was 
in God who answered Him accord- 
ing to the love of His heart, and 
the holiness of His nature. And sO 
the agony ended in perfect com- 
posure of spirit. He prepared to go 
forth to die. 


As one who was already a con- 
queror, He went out to put death 
and judgment beneath His feet by 
enduring that death and judgment 
Himself. But first He came once 
more to His disciples, and pitifully 
looked upon them as they lay there 
asleep again. And here, if we fol- 
low our Authorized Version, we 
read that He said something that 
it is difficult to explain. “Sleep on 
now, and take your rest.’ But that 
does not seem to be fitting in view 
of what immediately follows: “Be- 
hold the hour is at hand, and the 
Son of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise, let us be 
going; behold he is at hand that 
doth betray Me.” 


How can we harmonize “Sleep 
on now and take your rest” with 
“Rise, let us be going”? The pas- 
sage is admittedly a perplexing 
one, but there are two very ready 
explanations, Some translators 
have put it the form of a question. 
What' He may have said was this, 
“Sleeping still, and taking a rest ? 
Rise, let us be going.” It would 
thus be a question of inflection 
simply as though He said, “Still 
asleep after I have awakened you 
twice; rise, let us be going.” Or 
it might be paraphrased; “You are 
sleeping what time remaineth, and 
taking your rest; I have been 
through this period of bitter agony 
and you, you are sleeping!”’ What a 
rebuke that was, and how well we 
may take it to heart. 


Our blessed Lord was not exact- 
ly bearing sin in the Garden, as 
some people have supposed. It was 
not that He drank the cup con- 
cerning which He prayed to His 
Father. He was there looking for- 
ward to the hour when He was to 
be made sin for us. 


It Was on the Cross 
that He twas t_was, 


he—sup,_i 

there He paid the debt we owed; it 
was there He made propitiation for 
our sins. But oh, how much this 
Garden scene opens up to us; how 
vividly it brings before us the per- 
fection of His humanity; how it 
emphasizes the horrors of that 
Cross. 


‘Death and thie curse were in our 
"'*wa'full for nn i 
But Thou hast drained the last 
dark drop, 
’Tis empty now for me. 
That bitter cup, love drank it up, 
Now blessing’s draft. for me. 


“The Holy One did hide His face, 
— Oh, Christ, ’twas hid from Thee; 
Dumb darkness wrapped Thy soul 
a space, 
The darkness due to me. | 
But now that Face of radiant grace 
Shines forth in light on me.” 


It was this that made atonement; 
the pouring out of His soul unto 
death; the enduring of that divine 
wrath from which He shrank in 
the Garden. ~: 


And yet He had foreseen it all. 
It was for this very thing He had 
come into the world, saying to the 
Father, “Lo, I come, in the volume 
of the Book, it.is written of Me, to 
do Thy will, oh, My God.” It was 


to this He pledged Himself in His] 


baptism in the Jordan. It was of 


this He spake again and again to} Pea 


His disciples when He declared He 
had come to give His life a_ran- 
som: for many, and that the Son 
of Man must be lifted up, that. 
whosoever believeth on Him ould 
not perish, but Have eternal life. 
And just before He went out to 
the Garden He had gathered His 
disciples about Him in the upper 
room, and there presided ‘at the 
Passover Feast with them, and 
then at the close of that feast, He 


If we would better understand the had 


inward experiences He was passing 
through we should read the one 
hundred and second. Psalm, the 
entitled, ‘A Prayer 


-whelmed, and poureth out-his com- 
plaint before the Lord.” Some one} 
has said that the strings of the 
harp of David were the cords of 
the heart of Jesus, and here we 
| may follow the cry of His inmost | How 


|soul as He out His cause 
| before the 1 RD, when He could 
es “a ¥ Sa é ; hay 


Instituted Another Memorial: 


The Passover was the reminder 
of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. 
But He instituted the Lord’s Sup- 
per, the memorial of our salva- 
tion from a greater than Egypt’s 
bondage; of our deliverance fram 
far worse than any temporal judg- 


meht through His sacrificial death. | 


How vividly He portrayed it all 
when He took the bread after He 
ieee ae and break it, ° print. 
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saying, “Take, eat, this is My body 
which is given for you; this do 
for the calling of Me to mind.” 
What must have been His feelings 
as He held the testimonial cup in 
His hand, and presented it to His 
disciples saying, “This cup is the 
New Testament in My Blood which 
is shed for you for the remission 
of sins; this do ye as oft as ye 
drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
How strikingly it all-shows that 
nothing took Him by surprise. Ev- 
erything moved on in exact accord 
with the purpose for which He 
came into the World. 

The centuries have rolled by 
since these things were done, and 
untold millions have been saved 
through His sufferings, and still 
today the Gospel goes out to a 
lost world, calling men and wom- 
en everywhere to bow in penitence 
before His feet and own their guilt, 
and trust His grace. Every cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper is an 
acted sermon, for we read, “As 
often as ye eat this bread and 
‘drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord’s death till He come.” The 
word.translated “shew” might just 
as well be rendered “proclaim” or 
“preach.” This holy feast is a di- 
vine proclamation of the only way 
of life and salvation for lost and 
ruined sinners. 


“Only bread and only wine, 
Yet to faith the solemn sign 
Of the Heavenly and divine, 
We give Thee thanks, O Lord.” 


Have you trusted Him? Does 
your soul adore Him for what He 
in grace went through for your re- 
demption? Do you say, ‘‘But I feel 
so utterly unworthy?” It is well 
that you should. If. you felt worthy 
it would be a most wretched state 
of spiritual pride, for none of us 
have any worthiness in ourselves. 
But the Lamb in the midst of the 
Throne is worthy, and it is because 
of His worthiness that God can ac- 
cept repentant sinners and put 
away all their guilt. 


Do you say, “But there are sins’ 


that rise before me which I try to 


forget but cannot?” He says, “If } 


we confess dur sins He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness.”’ 


~— 


ounts <— 
Something’ 


A..friend of mine, himself an 
evangelist, lay for many weary 
months in a Roman Catholic hos- 
pital in the city of Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, because of injuries received 
in an automobile accident. On a 
nearby bed lay a young priest, evi- 
dently a sinceré and earnest man, 
but he was greatly troubled in view 
of possible death. An aged priest 
came from time to time. to hear 
his confessions, and to grant him 
Absolution. My friend longed to 
speak to him, but found him very 
difficult to approach. One day, 
however, as the older priest was 
about to leave he overheard the 
young one say to him, something 
like this, “Father, it *is very 
strange; I have done everything I 
know to do. I have sought to carry 
out all that the church has asked, 
and yet I have no peace. How can- I 
be sure that God has put away my 
sins?’’ The other looked at him 
compassionately, and then ex- 
claimed, “Surely the Blood of 
Christ ought to count for some- 
thing!” As though a flash of divine 
light had entered his soul, the 
young priest’s countenance 


changed. He looked up eagerly to 


exclaim. “Ah, yes, it counts for ev- 
erything. I can trust that.” 

And it was evident afterwards 
that his soul had entered into 
ce. Can you trust the precious 
Blood shed by that Holy Son, who 
drank the cup of judgment for 
your sins upon the Cross? If so, 
God declares, “YOUR SIN S| 
WHICH WERE MANY ARE ALL 
FORGIVEN.” 

Thus, redeemed to God and jus- 
tified, you will enter as never be- 
fore into the inner meaning of the 
Garden and the Cross. 


“Gethsemane can I forget, 
Or there Thy conflict see, , 
Thine agony and _=blood-like 
sweat, 
And not remember Thee? 


“When to the Cross I turn mine 


eyes, 
+ And rest on Calvary, 
O° Lamb of God, my sacrifice, 
I must remember Thee,” 


(Used by Dr. Ironside’s kindly 


the 


“4 Evangelist ‘Agpslman 


base ission from the book, God’s| 
are a now out of} 


a 
Sinners, Self-Will, 


and Substitution 
A SERMON OUTLINE 
" By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every 
one to his’ own way;.and the 
Lord hath laid on him the inigq- 
uity of us all.”—Isaiah 53:6. 


1. We have all gone astray like 
silly, senseless sheep! Dogs find 
their way home. Horses are. fa- 
mous for their instinct, and. you 
cannot lose a cat. They are not 
like ‘mankind in this matter of 
righteousness, for man goes: hope- 
lessly astray. He cannot find God 
by Himself. He cannot reach Heav- 
en without help. Man cannot make 
himself good. All, all, ali are sin- 
ners! We have all gone astray. 


, 2. We have turned every one to 
our own way. We are not only silly 
like sheep gone astray, but we are 
wilful and wicked enemies of God. 
A boy may say, “I'll be glad when 
I’m grown so I can have my own 
way.” Lawless self-will is the only 
thing that keeps any poor sinner 
away from God. We want our own 
way, we do not want God’s way. 
We are not willing for Christ to 
be our Lord, our Master, our Boss. 
We are rebels against the God 
Who made us, determined on our 
selfish, wicked will. Jesus said, “Ye 
will not come to me, that ye might 
have life” (John 5: 40). 


3. God has. laid on Jesus Christ 
all our iniquities, all dur sins. ~- 
We are told that the gospel is this; 
that “Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the scriptures” (I Cor- 
inthians 15:3). He bore our sins 
in His own body on the tree. God 
counted Jesus a wicked sinner, and 
let Him die like a sinner deserves 
to die. But that death was for us. 
So now, all who will put their trust ~ 
in Christ Jesus can be counted 
righteous for Jesus’ sake. He liter- 
ally took our place and died in our 
stead. Oh, sinner, repent of your 
sin today and accept Christ as your 
substitute, your Saviour. 


—_--9——- 


Ocde® Fyre sah sx 


“SHO 0 Pec is eho Se Ee e: 


ry eel oP TD 


in Chicago 


A card from Evangelist Hyman 
Appelman dated January 30th 
says: “Dear Prayer Partner: God 
reward you! The Holy Spirit gave 
us over 120 precious~ souls for 
Christ and the church in North 
Little Rock. Pray for us in the 
First Baptist Church; New York, 
N.Y. The Lord prosper you!” 

We are glad to have word that 
our beloved Jewish brother who is 
being so greatly used of God in 
soul-winning is now in Chicago, 
February 8-22, at Bethany Re- 
forrfied Church, 1llith Place and 
Perry Avenue, Dr. Harry J. Hager 
is the good pastor. We suppose — 
services will be held each evening 
at 7:30 except Saturday. All who 
can possibly do so should hear this 
Spirit-filled Evangelist. May the 
great building be filled and may 
many be saved, 

——--9O — - 


Dr. Ironside’s 


Sermons 


We are grateful to God for the 
blessed sermons by Dr. H. A. Iron- 
side, pastor of Moody Memorial 
Church, Chicago. We have a num- 
ber of them yet on hand for the 
Sword of the Lord, for your future 
blessing. But we feel we should 
suggest that many of you will 
want to subscribe for the Moody 
Church News, an eight- page 
monthly magazine. It usually ha i 
/@ sermon by Dr. Ironside and fines es 
fine material. The price is only 
$1.00 a year, Subscriptions should 
be sent to Moody Memorial Church, 
1609 N. LaSalle St., Chicago. 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 
For Christian Workers 
Any Christian applying to The 
Scripture Witness League . for mem- @ ° 
bership and will promise to prayer- 
fully distribute no less than 500 
tracts a year will receive free 500 


assorted tracts postpaid free. The 
membership dues in the league is 
ve a year, Send for free samples _ 


The: Scripture Witness League 
2011 1 Wellington Ave, Chicago, mo «9 
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_ Bible Questions 


. "One Baptism." 
.."Let the Dead Bury Their 
Dead." 
3. The Unpardonable Sin. 


“The following three questions 
were asked in a letter to the editor, 
and the answers are given to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD readers: 


1: Ephesians 4:5, “One Lord, one 


faith, one baptism. ” 


You “want to know the meaning 
of “one baptism.” 


Answer: A careful review of the 
whole passage shows that what 


Paul is speaking abcut, through 
divine inspiration here, 
necessarily that there is only one 
Lord, but that all of us Christians 
have the same Lord; that not only 
is there ‘only ove baptism but that 
all Christians have the same bap- 
tism. This Scripture is a plea that 
we all should have the unity of 
the Spirit, that we should be of 
one mind. 


The one baptism mentioned here 
is baptism in water. Everywhere 
in the Bible that the term is used 
without any. figurative use or sym- 
bolism, baptism means simply the 
immersion of a believer in water. 
Remember that John the Baptist 
had baptized many thousands, and 
the disciples of Jesus may. have 
baptized even more. In all cases, 
baptism in water before the so- 
called baptism in the Spirit came 
at Pentecost. And here is no other 
name for baptism in water. And 
notice that the Bible never says 
“water baptism.” It just simply 
Says baptism and we understand 
that it means baptism«in water, 
If the Scripture does not say 
baptism in the Spirit, or baptized 
in sufferings or baptized into the 


is not. 


body of Christ, then these figura- 


tive meanings are not intended. 
What Ephesians 4:5 simply says 
is that all Christians should love 
one another and understand each 
other, since all have the same Lord 
and since all were baptized alike, 
etc. The “one baptism” in Ephe- 
Sians 4:5 does not mean that 
Christians may not be also bap- 
tized or overwhelmed in suffering, 
or that new converts are not bur- 
ied into the body of Christ, figura- 
tively, or that a Christian cannot 
be overwhelmed with the Holy Spir- 
it for service. It simply means that 
in real baptism (in water) Chris- 
tians should be baptized alike and 
should have the same mind as we 
have the same Lord, and so we 
should have unity of Spirit. 


2. Matthew 8:22,.“But Jesus 
said. unto him, Follow me; and let 
the dead bury their dead.” Here a 
man said to Jesus, “Lord, suffer 
me first to go and bury my father.” 


He meant that after his father died 
and the estate was cleared up, he 
would be willing to serve God, The 
Lord Jesus simply meant that such 
matters should be left for those 
who are not saved to worry about 
and Christians should put’ Christ 
first. Certainly Jesus did not mean 
any disrespect for a father nor 
did He mean that a Christian 
ought not to go to the funeral of 
his father. But no one ought to 
put his father before Christ. 

38. Mark 3:29, “‘But he that shali 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost 
hath never forgiveness, but is in 
danger of eternal damnation.” 
Here Jesus mentions the one un- 
pardonable sin. By careful com- 
parison with Matthew 12:31,32 and 
Hebrews 6:4-6, etc., it is clear that 
the unpardonable sin can be com- 
mitted only by a lost person; and 
that only after great enlighten- 
ment. One whose sins are already 


NEW, LIFE-CHANGING, THRILLING BIG BOOK ON 


PRAYER 


— ASKING AND RECEIVING 


By the Evangelist and Editor, DR. JOHN R. RICE 


Introduction by Dr. Oswald 
J. Smith. Brand New; 2,042 
copies gone the first month! 
328 large pages, 21 strong, 
comprehensive chapters. 


DR. J. OSWALD SMITH 
Says: “The most exhaustive 
~ study of prayer I- have read 
for a long time.” “Quotations 
regarding faith, fasting, 
praying through, the will of 
God, importunity, divine heal- 
ing, etc., are dealt with’in a 
masterly way.” “Would' that . 
it might be used as a text- 
book on prayer by every Bi- 
ble Institute and theological 
seminary in the country.” “It 
would revolutionize the 
‘prayer life of thousands.” 


DR. W. W. MELTON, 
General Secretary of Texas 


Baptists, writes that he had 
told an editor friend, ' 


‘Wee Pray? 
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uf 
if 


ii 
itl 
Y 


i 
i 


i d 


SECESEEE ce ce + 
i 


‘| regarded it as one of the best Socks on 


«prayer that | had ever seen. It is Scriptural, it is sane in its appli- 
cation, it is reverent in its approach to and interpretation of 
Scripture, and it was as nearly’ comprehensive as any book | 


have seen.’ 


DR. F. D. WHITESELL of the Northern Baptist Seminary fac- 


ulty says: 


“I have read many books on prayer, and this is one 


of the very best I have ever read. It makes one search his own 

heart, and wish to pray more. This book is Scriptural, sane and 
stimulating. It is not a theorizing about prayer, but is a plain 
and practical unfolding of the Bible teaching on prayer, support- 
ed by many persona] illustrations proving the truth of the Bible.” 
“I commend this book unreservedly to all Christians.” 


REV. T. W. ENGSTROM, book editor, Zondervan Publishing 


House, Managing Editor, ° ‘Christian Readers’ Ot, 


says, The 


best book on prayer.! have ever read.” 


The remarkable price for this large book is made possible by 
printing 10,000 copies the first impression, and by thé author’s 


waiving of royalty. 


Get this Scriptural, raph tage faith-building beak on 


prayer at once. Royal ‘blue cl 


stamped in rag lackat as pictured. 


Price, postpaid 


+ Sana ‘4 COPIES FOR $5.00 


Only $1. 25 


Money refunded if not more than pleased, - 


_ Sword of the Lord Publishers 


‘M45 NORTH HALE ST. 


ENN, ILLINOIS | 


| Christ Jesus, 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Joy of Soul Winning 
(Continued from page one) | 


it is the most _fruitful ministry 
that any preacher™ oer any child of 
God, Sunday School teacher, a 
woman’s missionary leader — it is 
the most fruitful ministry you ev- 
er engaged in in your life. May I 
say that it is.the greatest joy that 
a child of God ever had. , 

Now let’s think together about 
the joy, the unspeakable joy ‘of 
following Christ after the lost. 


First, There Is the Supreme Joy of 
Knowing That | Am Bringing Joy 
to the Heart of My Lord 


Did you realize thdt there are 
only two things mentioned in the 
Bible as bringing joy to Christ? 
Now I am sure there are many 
other things that rejoiced the 
heart of fhe Lord while He was 
here on earth but the fact that the 
Bible mentions only two must sure- 
ly mean that those two are in a 
class by themselves. One of those 
things that brought joy to the 
heart of the Lord you will find in 
the 12th chapter of Hebrews: 


“Wherefore seeing we-also are 
compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin 
which. doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the 
race that is set beforeeus, 

“Looking unto Jesus the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set be- 


pardoned and forgiven cannot com- 
mit the unpardonable sin, of 
course. It is also clear that the 
unpardonable sin is a sin of the 
heart, not just of the mouth. One 
could commit the unpardonable sin, 
the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost in the heart without saying 
a word. Simply to ascribe the 
words of God or of Christ or of 
the Holy Spirit to Saten would not 
be an unpardonable sin. Many 
might do that in ignorance. No, 
the unpardonable sin is the sin of 
a lost person who, greatly convict- 
ed and enlightened, and knowing 
what he’does, deliberately fights 
off the Holy Spirit and so sets his 
own character that he can never 
be convicted and never repent and 
never be saved 


dintdiniabiliseammmnpit 
Minnesota Christian 
Fundamentals Con- 


ference, Feb. 22-26 


Dr, W. H. Murk, president of the 
Minnesota Christian Fundamentals 
Association, asks-that the Sword of 
the Lord announce their fifth an- 
nual’ Bible Conference which meets 
February 22 through 26, Monday 
through Friday, at the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Minneapolis, for 
day sessions, and with four simul- 
taneous meetings each evening in 
prominent churches in the Twin 
Cities area. 


Speakers will include Dr, Wilbur 
M. Smith, faculty member. of 
Moody Bible Institute, Dr. Rowan 
Pearce of Philadelphia, Evangel- 
ist Hyman Appelman, noted Jew- 
ish evangelist of Fort Worttf, and 
other outstanding speakers from 
far and near. 


May the blessing of God be 
abundantly manifest in these great 
services! _ 

: ——_o——— 


“Wherefore seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us 
run with patience the race that is 
set before us, looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our 
faith.’ —Hebrews 12:1, 2. 


Let us see to it that the Holy" 
Spirit has, at least, our human best 
as the medium upon which His 


| glory is spread. It has been falsely 


charged that the man who “gets 


‘}in the dust to give God the glory,” 


undervalues individual excellence, 
and loses interest in personal im- 
provement. Not so! From David, 

tested he could not offer 


pro 
‘unto the Lord his God “of that 
‘| which costs me nothing,” to’ Paul, 


whose ideal was to “follow after, 
that f might appréhend that for 
which also i am apprehended of 

God-centered| men 
have “self refinement for 
His sake” as an inescapable ob- 


ligation. ; 
-—From Filled! With the Spirit 
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PAGE THREE 


fore him endured the cross, de- 
spising the -shame.” (Hebrews 
12 ‘dyed 

I wonder how many of us have 
dwelt so long upon the sorrows and 
[the sufferings of Christ — and I 
would not minimize those: God for- 
bid —-, but we have been so ab- 
sorbed in thinking of the suffer- 
ings of the suffering Christ that 
we failed to see this. We view the 
scene in the garden of Gethsemane 
yonder when the Scripture says, 
“Being in an agony he prayed 
more earnestly: and his sweat was 
as it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground,” as the 
Son of God with a breaking heart 
lay prostrate on His face before 
the Father and prayed, “Father, 
if thou be willing, remove this cup 
from me,” then as He goes on 
through into Pilate’s judgment hall 
and the crown of thorns is pressed 
on His head and the scourge is 
laid upon His back and then the 
nails driven in’-His hands and there 
He bleeds His life. away, and we 
think only of the sufferings of the 
Lord. But I wonder if we ever 
realized there was a joy there and 
such a joy that the shame of the 
cross, the disgrace of the cross, 
the epithets they heaped upon Him 
there, the spittle in His face, the 
crown of thorns, the mockings, 
the purple robe and the hissing and 
the jeering of the crowd were as 
nothing to the Lord. He disdained, 
despised it, so great was the 
joy in the heart of Christ as He 
went to the cross. What was it? 
The Lord was looking beyond the 
cross. It was the joy of redeeming 
men from their sins, the joy of 
breaking the hold of Satan upon 
the human soul and life, the joy 
of fulfilling the promise made yon- 
der in the garden of Eden, that the 
seed of the’ woman should bruise 
the serpent’s head. He saw that 
great stream of humanity this 
side of the cross, saved and washed 
in His blood. They have been com- 
ing now some nineteen hundred 
years. He saw that long line of 
the saints of God. He saw that day 
about which we sing “When the 
Saints Go. Marching in.” Jesus saw 
that when “They shall come from 
the east and the west and the 
north and the south and they shall 
sit down with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob in the kingdom of God.’’ Je- 
sus saw what He revealed to John 
later on when John said, “After 
this I beheld, and , lo, a great mul- 
titude, which no man could num- 
ber, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood be- 
fore the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands; and cried 
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation 
to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb.” And 
the joy of it was so great that 
even the suffering and the shame 
and the disgrace of the cross were 
as nothing. 


Then there is another thing men- 
tioned in the Bible as bringing joy 
to the heart of the Lord. I refer 
to the Scripture that I read. Those 
followers of His, in obedience to 
His command, went out two by 
two into the harvest fields for the 
Master, and came back with their 
glowing report of the success of 
their efforts, and the Scripture 
says, “In that hour Jesus rejoiced 
in spirit,,and said, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, I thank thee.”’ 
I tell you, Christian friend, if you 
want to bring joy to the heart of 
Jesus Christ, go out into the high- 
ways and hedges where poor lost 
souls are dying, those for whom 
the Lord shed His blood, find that 
sinner out yonder and take him by 
the hand, put ~your arm »of love 
about him and love him back to 
God. Tell him the old, old story 
that Jesus died for him and help 
him to find the Saviour. 


Did you know only one thing is 
mentioned in the Bible as bringing 
joy in Heaven? Just one thing in 


all the Bible is mentioned as bring- 
ing joy in Heaven. In the 15th 
chapter of Luke, Jesus said in the 
story of the lost sheep, ‘“‘And when 
he hath found it, he layeth it on 
his shoulders, rejoicing. And when 
-he cometh home, he calleth togeth- 
er his friends and neighbours, say 
ing unto them, Rejoice with me; 
for I have found my sheep which 


was lost. I say unto you, that like- | 


wins joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more 
than over ninety and nine just 
persons, which need no repent- 
ance.” Again He said, “What wom- 
an having ten pieces of silver, if 
she lose one piece, doth not light 

a candle, and sweep the house, arid 
pose diligently till she _ it? And 


when she hath found it, she calleth 
her friends and her neighbours to- 
gether, saying, Rejoice with me; 
for I have found the piece which 
I had lost. Likewise, I say unto 
you, there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sin- 
ner that repenteth. ss 


Some years ago'we used to Sing 
a song that went like this: “There 
is joy among the angels.” But the 
Lord didn’t say anything about joy 
among the angels. He said, “joy in 
heaven,” and “joy in the presence 
of the angels of God.’ Who is do- 
ing that rejoicing in the presence 
of the angels of God? Who is in 
the presence of the angels of God? 
That is the Lord, my Lord, exalted 
at the right hand of God. When 
one sinner. turns home to God, 
there is joy in the presence df the 
angels of God. Oh, if you want to 
start the joybells in Heaven ring- 
ing, find that one for whom Christ 
died and point him to the Lamh 
of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world, 


Then There Is the Joy of What 
You Have Won That 
Person From 


I want to pause here to say you 
will never make a soul winner un- 
til you get it burned into your soul 
that people are going to Hell, that 
there is something to save people 
from. Oh, my Christian friend, if 
there hadn’t been a Hell, 
would not have died. You answer 
me: this question tonight, will you? 
Who is that Man on the middle 
cross? Do you say, “That is the 
Son of God; that is God incarnate 
in the flesh, very God of very God 
hanging there, the only begotten 
of the Father?” Do you tell me 
that is the Son of God? Then I 
tell you, you must admit that there 
is something awful out yonder fac- 
ing a lost soul for the Son of God 
to go to the cross to die for him. 
There is something to save people 
from. There is something to Save a 
soul from. I tell you, every child of 
God ought to sit down and select 
out of the Bible every Scripture 
that tells of the doom of a lost 
soul, every Scripture that says 
anything about Hell, and read it 
through at one sitting. I think ev- 
ery child of God ought to do that. 


It has been fifteen years since t . 


have been able to read the 

the rich man and Lazarus without 
weeping. God put that burden upon 
my soul fifteen years ago and 
burned it into my heart and from 
that day to this, I have not been 
able to read that story through 
without breaking down and weep- 
ing over it. Oh, God, when Jesus 
says, “And in hell he lift up his 
eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his bosom, And he cried and said, 
Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus, that he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water, 
and cool my tongue; for I am tor- 
mented in this flame.” Then the 
saddest part of it all to me are 
the words that come back from 
Heaven — “Son, remember’’! I 
have tried to picture that soul in 
Hell with a memory that will not 
die and a conscience that will not 
die. I think that is what the Lord 
meant when He said, “You had 
better have your eye plucked out 
or your arm cut off and your leg 
cut off than to have all your mem- 
bers and be cast into Hell, where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched.” He doesn’t say, 
“Where the worm.” He isn’t talk- 
ing about the worms or that there 
is any such thing as worms in Hell. 
He is talking about that thing we 
call conscience that will not die, 
like a worm that twists and turns 
and will not be still throughout all 
eternity — “Where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched.” 

Oh God, listen to those words 
when He said, “Between us and 
you there is a great gulf fixed.” 
Oh, my friend, you may go on 
preaching a second chance after 
death, but God doesn’t hold out 
any such hope. It is fixed! It is 
fixed! “They which would pass 
from hence to you cannot.” It is 
settled forever, I say to you that 
if a soul could spend a thousand 
years in Hell and his sins be 

(Continued on page four) 
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P Joy of Soul Winning 
(Continued from page. three) 


' burned out, we have no need of a 
"church and no need of preachers. 
' But, oh, the fact that Christ died 
means that there is an awful doom 
and that Hell is an awful reality 
from which a sinner is to be 
Saved! Listen to those words -+ 
“These shall go away into outer 
» darkness: there shall be weeping 
' and gnashing of teeth.” I tell you, 
- my Christian friend, if there were 
» no certain place called Hell and if 
' there were no place with fire ahd 
' brimstone, though there is; but 
» just suppose there were no such 
' place, think of an immortal soul 
flung by the hand of God outside 
somewhere, beyond creation’s 
boundaries, and lost’ in infinite 
boundless bottomless darkness 
throughout all eternity, where no 
- Yay of light ever penetrates, where 
' no friendly voice shall ever be 
© heard, where the touch of a friend- 
» . ly hand shall never be felt, where 
» there is no God, no hope, and the 
- only sound that shall ever greet 
' those weary ears will be the mock- 
' ing and jeering and hissing of de- 
' mons and the weeping and wailing 
™ and the gnashing of the teeth of 
© the damned! Did God mean what 
- He said about Hell? — 

- A woman once said to me when 


| Good News on 
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(Continued from page one) 


© of the Lord, “The Criminal Who 
' Wanted Another Chance’; five al- 
together. 


. We quote part of another | in- 
» teresting letter which came from 
' a woman in Michigan. 

“Several weeks ago I wrote to 
» John L. Bray of The Answer con- 
© cerning many religious matters 
| that were troubling my husband 
» and me. We were unsaved. In an- 
» Swering, Brother Bray sent us 
> some of your books and referred 
» us to the Sword Book Room for 
further reading material. I ofdered 
about six of your books. We want 
» you to know what a wonderful 
© blessing these books have been to 
ee Personally, I have never read 
© anything that has touched my 
» heart as your writing does. Two 
' weeks ago we both confessed our- 
Selves sinners and feel that the 
Lord has saved us, We thank you 
for showing us the way....” 


» Besides those who were saved 

’ and have written us personally, we 
have had a letter from Mr. A. C. 
Smith, who works with prisoners 
in Texas and who regularly gets 
out this literature. He says, “Ev- 
ery week comes in signed state- 
“ments.” And a card from the Rural 

‘Bible Crusade says four or five 
- have been saved through one copy 
of Bible Facts About Heaven. We 
@re sure that many others have 
urned to Christ as a result of this 
terature, though they have not, in 
@ach case, written to tell us so. 
We in The Sword of the Lord of- 
ce are happy 
this work. Many of you help with 

our gifts and prayers. 

These following have sent of- 
®- ferings designated to ‘get out the 
- booklet on What Must I Do to Be 
_ Saved? during January: 


a Mr. B. J. Whitlock, Tenn.......$25.00 
ee eg & Mrs. =e Taylor, Ind. 2.00 


4 Miss Charlotte Pallack, Il..... 
ous Eo. Peter Olsen, Iowa.......... 3.00 
_ Mrs. Mae Spreen, Michigan 10.00 


. P. A. Shepherd, Ind..... .50 

‘Dan Todd, Minn 2.00 

aa ‘Friend, California 13.00 
esl Paul Eaton; Indiana........ 4.00 
. H. L. Harkness, Iowa.... 7.00 

E . T. T. McCord, Texas........ 1.00 
liard Martin, Texas 1.00 

Wilma Ellis, Iowa........ 1.00 

s Hazel Fulton, Neb........- 1.00 

. Carl W. Martin, Miss..... 10.00 

3 Me alo Enola Sherman, I[il......... 4.00: 
ane Arends, Iowa.......... 1.00 
x ee 3.00 
_Mrs. R. H. Burns, Neb........... 95 
pee Mattson, N.J....... 5.00 


| in January, 1943....$110.45 
“If yc ew help us get out cop- 
3 0! thes “booklet of a4 es en- 
led, What Must I 


to have a part in: 


_to Be} 


I preached on the subject of Hell 
in a revival meeting, “Brother 
Hankins, you overdrew that.” f 
said, “Listen, dear woman, if half 
of what God put in this Book. is 
so, no human tongue, no human 
language could overdraw the pic- 
ture.” No finite mind can compre- 
hend the suffering of a lost soul 
and no finite mind can grasp eter- 
nity. Think of suffering through- 
out all eternity. When I win a soul 
to Christ, how I do rejoice. Some- 
times I feel like looking the devil 
in the face and saying, “I got you 
there. I beat you to it.” 


I had the privilege one day in 


two years old to the Lord. He had 
been in sin all of his life. His body 


had been so diseased by sin until 
he was crippled and warped and 
twisted. He couldn’t stand alone 
and had to be carried around in a 
wheel chair. Two friends went af- 
ter him and brought him to church. 
They rolled the wheel chair to the 
altar of the church. When the in- 
vitation was that night, that old 
man began lifting up his hand. Oh, 
my, talk about joy. I jumped off 
the pulpit and grabbed him by the 
hand, and just a few days later 
I baptized this old man. It took 
three of us to baptize him. We had 
to pick him up like a baby and 
take him bodily into the baptistry 
to bury him with Christ. And he 
couldn’t even take his clothes off. 
He couldn’t dress himself. We car- 
ried him back into the pastor’s 
study and took the wet clothes off 
and put dry clothes on. I was down 
on my knees tying his shoe and 
while I was there he reached over 
and put his trembling hand on 
my head and said, “Brother Han- 
kins, the devil had a mortgage on 
my soul and he was about to fore- 
close it.” And then patting me on 
the head with his old trembling 
hand he said, “God bless you, 


‘ Brother Hankins, you beat him to 


it.” You talk about joy. I felt like 
going to Heaven from that. spot 
as I felt the touch of that trem- 
bling old hand on my head and! 
heard those words! When I got up 
from tying his shoe and started to 
roll the wheel chair out, he reached 
for my hand and lifted it up and 
kissed the back of my hand with 
his lips and wet the back of my 
hand with tears of gratitude. I 
wouldn’t have taken a million dol- 
lars for those tears on the back 
of my hand! Joy! My soul over- 
flowed with the praise of God, and 
gratitude to God for the privilege 


'I had in-winning that man to the 


Lord. Just two months from that 
time I stood’ by his casket. I-told 
the story of what happened in my 
study. I looked into the cold, dead 
face of dear Brother Black’ and 
said, “Brother Black, you didn’t 
know, and neither did I, how near 
that mortgage was of being fore- 
closed.” Oh, the joy, my friend, of 
what you save a soul from. 


Then There Is the Joy of What We 


Win Them to 

Think how different life is going 
to be here. Think how much differ- 
ence it will make in his home. If 
he is really born again, it is go- 
ing to make a difference in every- 
thing in life. He really hasn’t lived 
until he knows the Lord. He has 
just travelled from day to day and 
never known real life, peace and 
joy until he has-found the Lord. 
Oh, I have seen homes transformed 
and lives transformed so many, 
many times. Just before leaving 


| Texas for Arkansas I had a man 


come to me who was reared in a 
saloon keeper’s home, whom I had 
won to the Lord. He said, “My 
home was just a little bit of Heil 
until you came one day.” (He was 
a married man; had two chil- 
dren, and his home was just about 
to go on the rocks). “It was a 
veritable Hell until you came to 
our home one day,” he said. I 
went to his home and sat down and 
told him the story of Jesus. They 
wouldn’t come to church. They 
wouldn’t go to anybody’s church, 
but I found them. I went into their 
home and-told them the-story and 
there, that day, this man and his 
wife both found the Lord. The next 
Sunday they came to unite with 
the church and their boy, thirteen 
years old, was saved. The little 
girl, who was only about five or 
six at the time was saved about 


Texas to win an old man, seventy- |: 


those words, “Our home-.was a 
Hell on earth, Brother Hankins, 
until you came in and brought Je- 
sus.”’ Oh, what we win them to! 

Then think of the glory over 
yonder when in the company of 
the redeemed one -day they will 
take us by the hand, Yes, they will. 
I believe that. One of the first per- 
sons baptized when I went to Lit- 
tle Rock was @ woman who had 
been deep in sin. She smoked cig- 
arettes, drank liquor and could 
swear like a sailor./When I left 
Little Rock, she came by and took 
my hand and stood and wept and 
wept and finally she said, “Brother 
Hankins, “I hope the Lord will let 
me die before you do.’ I said, 
“Why?” Ske said, “I want to be 
in heaven to greet you when you 
come in. That is the only way I 
will be able to express to you what 
you have meant to me. If I can be 
there to greet you whep you come 
in I can tell you then. Oh, the 
joy of what you wif them to. 


And Then the Joy of the Possibili- 
ties in Every Effort That You 
Put Fotth 


Do you know what I think every 


time I win a boy or girl to Christ, 
see a boy or girl walk out for the 
Lord? I say, who knows but there 
is another D. L. Moody walking 
down the aisle. Who knows but 
that is another Lotty Moon, an- 
other Hufison Taylor! Who knows 
but what that boy coming down to 
accept the Lord is another Spur- 
geon! I believe that before the 
Lord comes, He is going to raise 
up some more Spurgeons and 
Moodys and maybe I will have had 
the privilege of winning one of 
them to the Lord. Oh, the joy of 
the possibilities in every effort you 
put forth makes it worth every- 
thing it costs, doesn’t it? It cost 
the life of one of the best deacons 
God ever had to win Saul of Tar- 
sus to Christ. Saul heard lots of 
preaching. He heard Stephen’s 
great discourse that day on the 
Messiah. But what was it that won 
Paul to Christ? When they took 
| Stephen out there and stoned him 
to death and Paul looked on: he 
saw the glory of Heaven in a face. 
He heard a man who could pray 
for those who were stoning him to 
death and ask the Lord not to lay 
that sin to their charge. Paul re- 
alized that Stephen had something 
he didn’t have. He heard Stephen 
when he said, “I see the heavens 
Nopened, and the Son of man stand- 
ing on the right hand of God.”’ He 
saw how a Christian could die and 
he couldn’t get away from it to save 
his life. When the Lord met him 
on the road to Damascus, ‘He said, 
“Saul, you are having a hard time 
aren't you, old fellow? You can’t 
get away from it, can you, Saul?” 
It cost the life of Stephen to do 
it but it .was worth it. I would 
be glad to die, if I could win an- 
other Saul of Tarsus to Christ, 
wouldn’t you? Oh, my friend, who 
knows, who knows what that Ju- 
nior, Intermediate girl, who knows 
what that boy will mean_to the 
kingdom of God that was your joy 
ae bring to know the Lord? 


There Is the Joy of Continual 
Fellowship with the Lord 


He has promised if you will go, 
He will go with you, but He hasn’t 
promised to go with you under 
any other condition. I see so many 
Christians living in doubt and un- 
certainty, with no assurance, no 
joy, no victory, always in a fog of 
doubt. Put your hand ir the nail 
scarred hand and follow Christ in- 
to the highways and hedges after 
the lost and the clouds will be gone 
and you will soon be living in the 
glorious sunlight of His love and 
the sweet consciousness of His 
presence. He will become so real 
to you that He will be more real 
than your own right hand, but He 
will never be that to you until you 
£°. Oh, the joy of walking and 

king with the Lord! The joy of 
His fellowship in the sunlight of 
His love and the consciousness of 
His presence day and night! Why 
Christ will become so real to you 
that sométimes you will imagine 
you can see Him walking by your 
side. When you are in that battle 


of the Lord, you can feel His pres- 
ence and His guiding hand if you 
are in earnest about the matter of 


two years later. All four brought | winning souls. Oh, what joy : 
the | Then the Joy That Shall Be Yours | 


Some Day When You Walk 
into His Presence at the End 


of the Journey 
é When you ny She ahipnves down 


for a soul and you need the help. 


Some Wonderful 


Conversions — 


(Continued from page one) 


talk to him. He said first, 
had so many vicissitudes that I do 
not know whether there is a God 
or not.” But he told me then he 
had not been in a church before 
in fifty years. 


I answered that #e had not given 
God a chance to prove Himself; 
that Somebody had kept his heart 
beating all these years, I chal- 
lenged him that if he sought God 
he could find him. 

Then he said he wanted a per- 
sonal conversation with me after 
the services, seemed not willing to 
go to the front to openly take 
Christ. But when I started back to 
the pulpit where Dr. Reveal was 
carrying on the invitation song, 
this man suddenly said, “I'll go 
up there and kneel down!” and he 
did. I got a good personal work- 
er, Mr. Brown to kneel beside him 


and show him the way of salva-. 


tion from the scriptures. Soon he 
was ready to take my hand claim- 
ing Christ as his own Saviour on 


the promise of Romans 10:9, 10, 


“Phat if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
Shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with 
the heart,man believeth unto right- 
eousness, and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation.”’ 
When it seemed clearly settled, I 
asked him if I might tell the peo- 
ple what he told me. He answered 
that he would tell them himself. 
And he stood then upon the plat- 
form and told one of the most re- 
markable stories I have ever heard. 
Since it was only an hour and a 
few minutes ago, I think I can re- 
call much of it word for word. 
This is about what he said: 


“Over fifty years ago my mother. 


died. We lived down in.the moun- 
tains of Tennessee, I never went to 
church, have not been inside a 
church for more than fifty years. 
I followed the philosophy of Tom 
Paine, Bob Ingersol and others I 
read after. I was not simply an‘ag- 
nostic. I did not say I did not 
know, but rather I definitely be- 
lieved there was no God. But for 
twenty-seven years I have had 
trouble. I lost all I had worked for 
so hard, probably because I wor- 
shipped it. 

“But I had come to the end. It 


at His. feet and hear Him say, 
“Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful Servant, ” it will be a happy 
day. I tell you, it was a happy 
day whén I was saved. No wonder 
those who are saved love to sing, 
“O happy day, that fixed my 
choice, on Thee, my Saviour and 
my God,” because it was a happy 
day. It Was a happy day when I 
saw my sister saved,. It was a hap- 
py day when I saw my brother 
younger than me saved. It was a 
happy day when I saw the last one 
in the family saved. Oh, it was a 
happy day when I had the privi- 
lege one day of leading my wife 
to the Lord. It was a glorious day 
when I saw my oldest little girl 
saved as she put her arms around 
daddy’s neck and said, “Daddy, I 
am saved! Iam saved!” Then when 
my baby was saved one morning, 
when she walked down the aisle, 
with tears streaming down her 
face as she heard her daddy preach 
that morning. I jumped off the pul- 
pit and ran to meet her and she 
held out her little arms to me. It 
was a happy day. There is going 
to be a happy day when I walk the 
streets of the new Jerusalem with 
my precious mother and dad, when 
all the family gathers there in glo- 
ry. That is going to be joy. un- 
speakable and full of glory. But I 
believe it will be the happiest mo- 
ment of all time and eternity, if 
somehow, I can hear my Lord say, 
“Well done,” when I walk into His 
presence and have some sheaves, 
some souls to present to Him as 
trophies of His redeeming grace. 


“And the seventy returned again 
with joy.” And you will, too, my 


friend. Listen, “He that goeth forth | ° 


and wee , bearing precious seed, 
Shall doubt come again. with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him,” sin the harvest song and 
crowning King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Yow have missed the 

joy that ever came to a 


“T have! 


Friday, February 12, 1943 


seemed the game was not worth 
it. I intended fo end everything. 
But last night I had a dream. In 
the dream I found myself with the 
family back more than fifty years 
ago. We walked the trail around 
the mountain toward the little com- 
munity church. Then it seemed 
Mother and I were alone. She 
pointed to the little church and 
said, ‘there you can find peace, 
and nowhere else.’ Then she dis- 
appeared. 

“Tonight I started out and hesi- 
tated between two destinations, 
here and the river. I started to 
come in here and courage failed 
me, but I came back. Now I have 


come for the peace Mother said I . 


could find. I have gone sixty-five 
years without God, I will need your 
prayers and your kind thoughts.” 


God’s Holy Spirit sent the dream 
to the man who contemplated sui- 
cide. God’s Spirit brought. him tim- 
idly inside ‘the auditorium to sit 
upon the back seat and hold his 
hand for prayer. And tonight. he 
went away with a testament in 
his hand and the peace of his moth- 
er’s God in his heart after more 
than fifty years without entering 
a church house, after years of 
atheism. And.when the black fam- 
ine of atheism made life worse 
than useless, thank God he did not 
go down into the big Ohio River 
and his soul into Hell, but he came 
to God! 

Praise God for the power of the 
gospel and the power of the Holy 
Spirit to convict and save such 
sinners! 


February 8-28 I wi]l be in a 
union revival campaign at Roan- 
oke, Virginia, in the City Auditori- 


‘um. Will you pray? 


Free! Have You 
Gotten Yours? 


(Continued from page one) 


letter from a man saved through 
reading it. We believe there will be 
hundreds. of others saved through 
this message as soon as we can get 
it out to them. 

So we offer it free. You’ may 
have a copy for the simple asking. 
send either a letter or a postcard. 
No money is required. We ear- 
nestly hope thousands will write. 
If you want more than one copy 
you may buy extra copies at ten 
cents each, 15 for $1.00, postpaid. 
But get one free. 

Write SWORD OF THE LORD 
PUBLISHERS, Wheaton, Illinois, 
and simply say you would like the 
free pamphlet on Hell by John R. 
Rice. 

However, when you write, there 
is something you could do that 
would greatly help us, and cost. 
you nothing. Will you send us the 
names and complete addresses of 
some good Christians who do not 
take the SWORD OF THE LORD? 
The names of preachers, Sunday 
School teachers, any Christians 
who would enjoy sample copies of 
this paper. We will send them 
three sample copies free, hoping 
that they may like the paper and 
subscribe, If you can, will you send 
us five names and complete ad- 
dresses when you write? If you 
can send more names we will be 
glad to have them, and if you can 
only send one or two they will be 
appreciated. But please, make it 
the names of people who would 
probably like to get samples of 
such a paper. So you will help us 
enlarge the circulation and minis- 
try of this evangelistic weekly 
which has blessed so many. 


However, whether you _ send 
names for samples or not, write 
for your free copy of the forty 


page pamphlet of six chapters, 


HELL: WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 
ABOUT IT. We will gladly send it 
at once to anyone of any faith or 
none, who will write for it. - 
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